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Government Spokesman on Arm: Deliveries Decision 


LD3110191591 Berlin ADN in German 1225 GMT 
31 Oct 91 


[Text] Bonn (ADN)}—According to the Federal Govern- 
ment, the planned delivery of munitions from former 
NVA [GDR People’s Army] stocks should not have 
taken place without the involvement of the leadership 
politically responsible. This had been a mistake, as was 
the cargo being falsely declared as agricultural 
machinery, Government Spokesman Dieter Vogel stated 
in Bonn today. 


The Federal Government has already drawn the neces- 
sary conclusions from their experiences and mistakes. 
An immediate directive guarantees “that decisions will 
be made about applications from states for the supply of 
individual armaments only with the involvement of the 
political leadership, and taking into consideration the 
current principles within the Federal Government for 
the involvement of the Federal Security Council. 


The spokesman said that in the political evaluation of 
the occurrence, the fact should not be overlooked that 
the delivery was to have taken place within the frame- 
work of a long-standing military technology cooperation 
agreement with Israel. A few months ago the Federal 
Government gave military aid to Israel during the Gulf 
war. This could not justify mistakes and possible viola- 
tions of laws, but it must be remembered when judging 
the case, Vogel emphasized. 


Defense Technology Cooperation Will Continue 
LD3110211791 Hamburg DPA in German 1432 GMT 
31 Oct 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Cooperation with Israel and other 
friendly countries in the area of defense technology will 
be continued, according to Government Spokesman 
Dieter Vogel. Speaking to journalists in Bonn, he said 
today that it still has to be decided, however, whether the 
controversial military vehicles and other materiel will be 
delivered to Israel in this or another form. It is clear that 
the deliveries must be carried out in the correct legal 
manner. If armaments are involved, then the relevant 
political offices will have to give clear authorization. 


Ties Between BND, Defense Ministry Detailed 


AU3110125991 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 31 Oct 91 pp 1-2 


[Martin Winter report: “Illegal Weapons Deals Were No 
Exception” 


[Text] Bonn, 30 October—The abortive attempt by the 
Federal Intelligence Service [BND] and the Defense 
Ministry to deliver weapons to Israel neither involved 
mistakes by individual officials nor was it an exception. 
Since as carly as 1979, the Bundeswehr has placed 
military equipment at the BND’s disposal, which was 
exchanged for information in other countries. This can 


GERMANY 1 


be seen from a secret “skeleton agreement” that was 
concluded between the Defense Ministry and the Chan- 
cellor’s Office in 1979. The agreement is available to 
FRANKFURTER RUNDSCHAU. 


The statements made by Defense Minister Gerhard 
Stoltenberg (Christian Democratic Union) and BND 
head Konrad Porzner (Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many) at the Defense Committee and the Parliamen- 
tarian Control Commission (PKK) on Wednesday [30 
October] showed that both of them were not informed, 
but that the military leadership knew about the planned 
delivery. 


Thus, former Inspector General Dieter Wellershoff was 
“verbally” informed on 5 November 1990 by the head of 
Staff Section II of the Defense Ministry on the type and 
the volume of the delivery to Israel. According to the 
secret organization plan of the “German secret services 
with special emphasis on the BND,” this department 
(FueS II) was responsible for coordination between the 
Bundeswehr and the BND. Three coordination groups 
exist between the ministry and the secret services. One of 
the groups is in charge of “defense materiel of foreign 


BND head Porzner was probably referring to this coor- 
dination group when he spoke of an agreement between 
the Defense Ministry and the BND when testifying to the 
Defense Committee. However, he claimed that the group 
was not established before 1988. Porzner told the depu- 
ties that he has issued an order that he must be informed 
in the fuiure. Stoltenberg issued a similar directive on 
Tuesday. 


The declaration of the military equipment as “agricul- 
tural equipment” is not the result of incompetence of 
individual officials, as the government tried to make 
people believe on Monday and Tuesday. During the 
hearings at the parliamentary committees it became 
clear that it is Common practice to rename the goods. 
The hearings also revealed that statements by the gov- 
ernment that the materiel cannot be used in war and 
that, therefore, it may not fall under the weapons control 
law are not true. According to the military expert of the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany [SPD], Walter 
Kolbow, the list of equipment to be delivered, which was 
published by the Defense Ministry on Tuesday, violates 
the law in three points. 


The list includes two antiaircraft tanks (“with four 
guns”), one tank with antiaircraft missiles, and one radar 
tank for detecting and tracking air targets. In addition, it 
comprises transportation vehicles for engineers’ bridges, 
vehicles of all kinds, and even two “packages of spare 
parts.” The last item in particular has given rise to 
suspicion in Bonn that the Israclis might not have 
planned to use the equipment from the stocks of the 
former National People’s Army [NVA] for testing pur- 
poses but instead in Lebanon. 
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Neither Stoltenberg nor Porzner rejected the view that 
the weapons contro! law was violaied with this opera- 
tion. Experts believe that it would have been difficult to 
refute this allegation. According to the guidelines of the 
Federal Economic Office in Eschborn in Hesse, which is 
responsible for approving the export of weapons, war 
materiel is considered a “complete weapon of war™ even 
if military use “might only be possible after ~ minor 
manipulation.” Even if the weapon is not fit for use 
during a certain period, it is still to be regarded as a 
weapon of war. In the office’s view, armored combat 
vehicles include “armored cross-country vehicles that 
might provide support on battle fields,” such as the radar 
tank mentioned in the list. 


According to experts, the fact that the BND and the 
Defense Ministry officials felt so confident about the 
operation is due to many years of close cooperation 
between the two bodies. Thus, coordination has not been 
limited to the supply of defense materiel since 1979 but 
was extended to military activities and operations of the 
secret services in the sphere of “communications and 
electronic reconnaissance” (Section 6 of the skeleton 
agreement concluded in 1979). In addition, the agree- 
ment provides for coordination between the Chancel- 
lor’s Office (which is responsible for the BND) and the 
Defense Ministry every year concerning intelligence 
activities the BND should carry out for the military. 


There have also been personne! links between the 
Bundeswehr and the BND since 1979. According to 
Section 8 of the agreement, “soldiers may be used by the 
BND, also.” To conceal their new activities, the Defense 
Ministry created the “Office for Military Information 
(AMK). Soldiers working for the BND are stationed 
there. As a matter of fact, according to an entry in the 
minutes of a meeting, the BND is not obliged to “furnish 
proof to the Defense Ministry on the use of every 
individual soldier.“ 


The skeleton agreement stipulates that the Bundeswehr 
is obliged to carry out transporta’ on services for the 
BND, that it has to “make available devices and real 
estate,” and that it must “provide personnel and fill 
vacancies.” In practice, the Bundeswehr regularly trans- 
ported materiel and personnel for the BND—to Pakistan 
and Turkey, for example. Most of the military materiel 
that the BND exchanged for information in the target 
countries was usually supplied by the Bundeswehr. 


Thus, it is most likely that at least the military leadership 
of the Bundeswehr knew about the delivery to Israel. The 
information that the Federal Government recently gave 
the SPD in parliament also appears in a completely 
different light now. The Social Democrats wanted to 
know what countries had asked the government for NVA 
equipment. Israel was not on the list of 26 states pub- 
lished by the government. 
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Kohl's Son Hurt; Meeting With Major Cancelled 


LDO111091891 Hamburg DPA in German 0655 GMT 
1 Nov 91 


[Text] Chancellor Helmut Kohl is to fly this morning to 
visit his son Peter, who is in an Italian hospital in Monza 
after suffering serious injuries in a car accident yes- 
terday. This was confirmed to DPA this morning by a 
reliable source in Bonn. Kohl's wife Hannelore weni to 


Monza yesterday. 


Because of Kohl's absence, British Prime Minister John 
Major has cancelled th: discussions in Bonn orginally 
scheduled for today. Kohl and Major will see each other 
next week at the NATO summit in Rome. 


Genscher Expresses Concern on PRC Human Rights 


LD3110173391 Hamburg DPA in German 1600 GMT 
31 Oct 91 


[Text] Bonn (DPA)}—Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher, in a talk with Vice Premier Zou Jiahua in 
Bonn today, expressed “the great concern of the Federal 
Government about human rights in China.” The Foreign 
Ministry further announced that in the exchange of 
views, Genscher also stressed Germany's friendly rela- 
tions with the Soviet Union. 


Vice Premier Zou, one of the most senior Chinese 
visitors to Germany since the bloody suppression of the 
student protests in Beijing in June 1989, also held talks 
at the Federal Chancellery over the past few days. Here 
too, Rudolf Seiters, the minister in the Chancellor's 
Office, addressed concern about human rights. Zou 
arrived in Bonn today after a visit to a factory in 
Ingolstadt, and afterwards flew to Wolfsburg. 


Genscher Receives Albanian Foreign Minister 


LD3110212391 Hamburg DPA in German 1441 GMT 
31 Oct 91 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DPA)—Albania supports the EC efforts 
for peace in Yugoslavia, Albanian Foreign Minister 
Muhamet Ismail Kapllani stated during his working visit 
to Bonn today, according to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. After the signing of an Albanian-German agree- 
ment on the promotion of investment, Kapllani and his 
host, Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, met for 
an exchange of opinions. Genscher emphasized to his 
Albanian counterpart, who represents a country which 
has a long border with Yugoslavia, the principle that 
internal and external borders must not be violated. 


Kapllani described Albania’s the difficult economic con- 
ditions to Genscher. [passage omitted] 
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New Armed Forces Chief of Staff Profiled 


92GE0044A Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 
(International Edition) No 41, 11 Oct 91 p 2 


. , one 
such person. This is also true for Klaus Naumann, who 
beginning | October will be the chief of staff of 
Bundeswehr, the highest-ranking German soldier. 


the 
Naumann 1s rather small in stature, he speaks calmly and 
tersely, and the eyes behind his rimless glasses look alert 
and friendly at the same time. “I do not think thai he 
could bellow at all,” says a Bundeswehr comrade. But 
behind the unmartial demeanor one can sense a commit- 
ment to an occupation that can also include the commit- 
ment of his life. Naumann puts it this way: “I have an 
internal system of coordinates. | am, in a manner of 
speaking, a person who acts on his conscience.” 


Originally he wanted to study history and archeology. 
But then in 1956 the secondary school pupil—Naumann 
was born in Munich in May 1939—expenenced how the 


war, advised him against a career as a soldier: “You are 
not dumb enough for that!” But Naumann had made up 
his mind. In 1958, he became a soldier in the still young 
and controversial Bundeswehr. 


For him it was not just an occupational but also an 
ethical decision. And so it has remained, although he 
does not display this on his epaulets. He is considered 


conservative but is more of an old-fashioned man, not 
one of these sleck careerists that are known in the 
Bundeswehr as well: a loyal but certainly not always 


comfortable subordinate 


When a year ago the FRG and GDR became one state 
and the Bundeswehr and National People’s Army [NVA 
became one army, he had a hard time getting used to the 
assisailation of former SED [Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany] officers in “his” free democratic Bundeswehr. 
He would have the makings of a fanatic were it not for 
his cool intelligence and tranquil humor. He certainly 
has what it takes to be consumed in a task and now he 
has the opportunity to do this. 


For Klaus Naumann will be Germany's highest-ranking 
soldier at a time when nothing is as it was three decades 
ago when he was sworn in as an officer. The menacing 
Soviet Union, the reason why Naumann once became a 


my mpm tp Manag Sopa oles ayy wham wo 


Bundeswehr, he says, must remain a credible member of 
the alliance. That also includes “the decision to have an 
operational capability outside of NATO in collective 
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mann can even become a “successful chief of staff.” The 
prerequisite is that he be successful in making a virtue 
out of the financial straits of the defense budget. 


Indeed, one can hardly imagine how the Bundeswehr 
budget can handle the social plans for premature dis- 
charges, the recruitment of new volunteers serving 


percent under that of the previous year. The declining 
share of armaments is also being usurped by a project 
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that was conceived in the mid-1980's to intercept air 
attacks from the East with “as many as 10,000 missions 
daily”: the European joint project, Fighter 90. Sysiem 
price: about 100 million German marks [DM], the cost 
of the German share for development alone is almost 
DM6 billion. 


This aircraft, according to expenenced Bundeswehr 
experts, will determine whether Klaus Naumann will be 
successful as chief of staff. Only if he is able to get the 
project stopped before they go from development to 
production can he bring finances into line with require- 
ments. “If he is not successful in this, then he will have 
failed and with him all those who want a functional 
defense.” 


So 1s Klaus Naumann the last hope of the Bundeswehr” 
He himself would reject such a label, with a thin smile, as 
unbecoming. In previous functions, he made no secret of 
his skepticism about the costly fighter aircraft. In the 
trench warfare for the budget, what many see as a 
deficiency may turn out to be an advantage: Naumann 
has little expenence with the troops but all the more with 
the bureaucracy and politics in Bonn. 


The school of politics has also made it casier for him to 
adapt old certainties to the new strategic uncertainties. 
He, unlike almost any other high-ranking military 
person, was always there when in recent years the Fed- 
eral Government formulated its answers to the rapid 
events in the cast. From 1988 through the beginning of 
1991, Naumann was head of the department for security 
policy in the command staff of the armed forces. He says 
that those were the most exciting years of his career. He 
sat across from Gorbachev and his marshals and partic- 
ipated in the first German-Polish general staff talks. 
Through excellent contacts, he has been able to head off 
occasional mistrust in the West about German cagerness 
for detente. At the same time, he made a name for 
himself in the Western strategic community [preceding 
term published in English] as an enlightened and 
thoughtful analyst. In the exciting final rounds on the 
security-policy aspects of German unity, he impressed 
the chancellor through his thoughtful advice. And for 
this reason he is the new chief of staff today. 


Klaus Naumann wants to remain at his post as long as he 
is needed. “1 am eight years away from my pension,” he 
says calmly. Nothing better can happen to the 
Bundeswehr. On 24 December, the chief of staff wants to 
visit the soldiers performing duty at the tank base 
Engersin on the Polish border, “so that they will know 
that people are concerned about them.” And he also 
wants to take this occasion to offer a Christmas wish to 
the Polish soldiers on the other side. 


* Parties Seen Agreeing on Stasi File Use Law 


9IGEO034D Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 8 Oct 91 p 2 
“BAN.” 


{Article by : “Extensive Agreement: The “Stasi 


File Law’ Is To Be Passed in October™] 
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[Text] Bonn, 7 Oct—This month, following consider- 
ation by the domestic policy makers of the Bundestag 
caucuses, Parliament 1s expected to pass the “Stasi File 
Law.” Amendment proposals discussed this weekend by 
caucus experts are to be reviewed on Tuesday [8 
October] by the responsible subcommittee and on 
Wednesday by the internal committee, the Ministry of 
the Intenor had been asked to provide suggestions on 
phrasing. Due to the ongoing harmony between the 
Union, the SPD (Social Democratic Party of Germany), 
and the FDP (Free Democratic Party), the internal 
committee should finish its review by the end of this 
week at the latest. 


The law also establishes the legal basis for a resolution by 
the Bundestag stating that representatives should be z2bie 
to be investigated to determine if they worked for the 
former GDR security service. According to the bill, the 
investigation should be conducted with the knowledge 
(but not necessarily the consent) of the representative. 
The prevailing opimion in the Bundestag caucuses 1s that 
consent should normally be mandatory; only if there are 
concrete grounds should the Special Stasi Authority be 
consulted without consent of the individual concerned. 


At the insistence of the eastern laender, the original bill 
is to be amended so that the Stasi files are accessed not 
only by a federal commissioner, but by commissioners 
from the ‘eender as well. These commissioners can be 
dispatched the advisory committee of the federal 
commissioner. However, their responsibility is to be 
lamited, the federal authority will retain final jurisdic- 
tion. The autonomy of the commissioner is to be com- 
parable to that of the data protection commissioner. This 
18 in direct Opposition to suggestions by the governments 
of the eastern laender, which, based on the desired nght 
tO participate in the process, would accord politicians 
more influence in it. 


Based on discussions over the weekend, victims of East 
German state security investigations should continue to 
be able to view their files, which should contain the 
names of any employees. paid or unpaid, who submitted 
their reports in writing. They should also include the 
qualified this by agreeing to a “Juvenile Misconduct 
Law,” according to which the names of any Stasi 
employees below the age of 18 are to be blotted out in the 
victims’ files. A statute of limitations is also to be 
considered, this, however, has yet to be drafted. Mention 
was made of the time limits in the Federal Central 
Registration Law, according to which a crime is to be 
stncken from the books 15 years after the completion of 
the resulting prison term. The principle that Stasi files 
may not be reused against the victim was upheld. Vic- 
tums are also to be granted the nght to strike information 
from their files. Here too, however, there are still details 
to be clarified. 
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* PDS Membership Loss, Internal Rifts Viewed 


92GE0034C Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 8 Oct 91 p 2 


[Article by “WS.”: “Gysi Talks About the Trend Toward 
Splits in His Party™] 

[Text] Berlin, 7 Oct—The Party of Democratic 
Socialism (PDS), the successor to the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany (SED) is increasingly caught up in 
internal party conflicts. The tendencies towards a split 
are impossible to overlook, even among the | 7 members 
of the PDS Bundestag group. Gysi, PDS party leader, 
admitted in an interview with the party newspaper, 
NEVES DEUTSCHLAND, that there are “destabilizing 
tendencies within the PDS.” The only positive statement 
he can make is that the PDS grass-roots groups “are 
achieving increasing political status” because their mem- 
bers involve themselves in political conflicts “most con- 
sistently in other associations and organizations.” Gysi 
also hinted indirectly that the attempt by the PDS to 
become a “modern socialist party, a radical democratic 
party to the left of the SPD [Social Democratic Party of 
Germany] has thus far been unsuccessful. “This process 
has neither been successfully completed nor abandoned, 
it 1s Ongoing.” The PDS currently has only 600 registered 
members in the old German laender.“ 


In the opinion of NEVES DEUTSCHLAND, the ideo- 
logical divisions within the PDS are very visible in the 
Bundestag group: “One has the impression, judging from 
what emerges from the group, that the caucus is ready to 
break up any day. For example, 10 members of the 
group, mostly former GDR citizens, want to work 
together autonomously in a separate group.” Party 
leader Gysi replies that he cannot be expected to talk the 
split into existence. “A split? No, I don't think so.” He 
says it is more an attempt, “which will, however, be 
unsuccessful,” to make the necessary discussions casicr. 
Gysi says that he does not believe there will be a 
break-up, because there is also an interdependence 
within the party which should not be underestimated. 
Furthermore, no one is presently planning a split, rather, 
ways are being sought—for various reasons—to better 
deal with the differences. These differences, which have 
resulted in polarization, center around Paragraph 218, 
the mght to asylum, the constitution, and economic 
policy. According to NEVES DEUTSCHLAND, they 
combine to sorm a different foundation for opposition. 
Approximately 180,000 members are left in the PDS, 
with 38,000 in Berlin, 30,000 in Brandenburg, 20,000 in 
Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, 40,000 in Saxony- 
Anhalt, and 25,000 in Thuringia. Gysi believes that the 
number of members has stabilized at this level. The 
party executive has scheduled the third session of the 
second party congress for 14 and 15 December. During 
this session, elections are to be held for the party 
chairman, the three deputy party chairmen, the party 
secretary, the party treasurer, and the party executive 
committee. According to the new party statute, adopted 
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* Baden-Wuerttemberg FDP Internal Rift Noted 


92GE0036D Frankfurt/Main FRANKTFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 8 Oct 91 p § 


[Article by “BHR.”: “Trouble Brewing in Baden- 
Wuerttemberg’s FDP: Differing Views on Asylum 
Policy”] 

[Text] Stuttgart, 7 Oct—Tempers are flaring in the 
Baden-Wuerttemberg Free Democratic Party (FDP). 
The Land chairman of the FDP, Bundestag member 
Kohn from Kurpfalz, does not make a secret of the fact 
that there is “a substantive difference of opinion” 
between him and the chairman of the FDP caucus in the 
Stuttgart Landtag, Doering. The first clashes between the 
two politicians occurred in late June when Doering was 
quoted as saying he regarded all groups in the landtag as 
potential coalition partners and did not see any calimity 
in a “traffic light coalition” made up of the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany (SPD), the Greens, and 
the FDP. Kohn rejects such speculation. He would prefer 
that the FDP refrain from making any statement con- 
cerning coalition issues before the landtag elections on $ 
April of next year. Prior to the 1988 Landtag elections, 
Democratic Union (CDU). 

In late August of this year another conflict erupted in the 
right of asylum by constitutional amendment and had a 
vote taken on this issue in the landtag caucus. The 
caucus voted five to two in favor of an amendment to the 
constitution. Irritated, Kohn put it on the record that he 
regarded this decision to be wrong. This issue will be 
debated at the land party congress of the Baden- 
Wuerttemberg FDP on 19 October in Mannheim and 
Doering has announced that he will make his continued 














Oppesed to Doering 
In a conversation with this newspaper. Kohn said it was 
unacceptable that Doering wished to commut the FDP— 


Swabia. 
18 Counting On a two-thirds majority at the party congress 
for his position on asylum policy. Doering concedes that 
there will not be a majority for his proposal to ammend 


* Deutsche Weile Head Cited on TV Expansion 
92GE00344 Berlin DER TAGESSPIEGEL in German 
18 Sep 91 p 6 


[Interview with Dieter Weirch, director of Deutsche 
Welle, by Ulnich Schulze, place and date not given: 
“Deutsche Welle, Cologne, and RIAS TV Berlin—A 
Tandem”) 

this 
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[Wench] Not only G2 we broadcast 34 radio programs, 
but for more than 20 years, we have also been producing 
television programs. Each year, the Cologne studio 
broadcasts 12,900 program hours to 120 Third World 


We also broadcast the weekly program “European Jour- 


[Schulze] What decisions must emerge from the confer- 
ence between the minister-presidents and the chancellor” 


[Weinrich] Shaping the future of German Radio, RIAS 
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GERMANY 7 


vrstern Ecropeen marke’, which | do not sec as our mosi 
promising, there 1s likeiy to be the news channel “Euro 
News.” “Westschiene.” and other private mitiatives. 
National or even international monopolies are therefore 
out of the question. 


[Schulze] Deutsche Welle 1s currently broadcasting pro- 
grams on Germany over more than | 200 international 
radio stations, its programs are heard in 34 countnes and 
in 34 languages worldwide. Isn't that enough’? Why do 
you need television as well’ 


[Wench] Television is the most important cultural, 
sociopolitical, and aesthetic medium im the world today, 
and satellite broadcasting 15 a gift of technology. Anyone 
who wants to create an awareness of Germany in all its 
diversity must take advantage above ali of the electronic 
England, and France—have recognized this. 


[Schulze] RIAS TV is im Berlin, Deutsche Welle in 
Cologne. What 1s prompting the Cologne director to take 


exciting for 

Cologne, who have decades of hands-on expenence with 

foreign broadcasting. 

DN ee ee oe 
” | ask thes bearing im mind that you are currently 

sm tho position of having to completely renovate your 


[Weinch} RIAS TV could dedicate itself with a great deal 
of journalistic freedom to developing a daily satellite 














GIGEOOI6A4 Frankfur:/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAUL im German 25 Sep 91 p § 


[Text] Berlin—- 4<s«me who would like to thoroughly 
soak up the Bod: {<6 © “4 get up early if he does not 
want to miss Gone “” journalist Michael | 

recently wrote. Af wi 13 local daily newspapers were 
vying for the public's favor in the capital— 
approximately the same number as in Hamburg. 
Munich. anc Frankfurt/Main combined. S: 
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concern NEVES DEUTSCHLAND, NEUE ZEIT, or 
JUNGE WELT, the rumors regarding the closing of daily 
in 


1s reducing its staff on a massive scale and the story from 


Lehmann. owner of a construction company and deputy 
chairman of the eastern German Employers Association, 
appeared as the savior. He bought the title for 150,000 
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ture that became its downfall. Before the transition, the 
paper went primarily to the so~<alled Ent:-rprise Union 
Administrations (BGL) of the GDR. Ordiwary FDGB 
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while, has been mak*ng the best of the calamity. He is 
selling the addresses of the TRIBUENE’s 43,000 
scribers to the NEVE ZEITUNG. To be sure, this former 
national publication of the GDR's bloc party, the Chris- 
tian Democratic Union (CDU), like all supraregional 
eastern dailies, is suffering massive circulation losses, 
but it has as its backer the financially strong FRANK- 
FURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG, which apparently 
does not want to see it go down without a fight. Mean- 
while, bets are already being made on the Berlin media 
scene as to which paper will be the next to bite the dust. 
The hotest candidate is NEVES DEUTSCHLAND, 
which month after month 1s losing between DM $00,000 
and DM800,000. Although the paper belongs to the 
Party of Democratic Socialism (PDS), the successor 
party to the Socialist Unity Party of Germany ( a 
is in the receivership of the Trust Agency. The latter 
currently disposes over the SED's former assets and is 
apparently unwilling to continue to make up the news- 
paper's losses from the billions in the former ruling 
party's estate. 
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(BDZV), Rolf Terheyden, regarded the Post Office's 
plans to cease deliveries at the end of ihe year as a breach 
of an earlier commitment and a threat to press diversity 
in the new laender. A month ago he had wiitten to 
Minister Christian Schwarz-Schilling that the two- 
edition-per-day newspapers were facing serious circula- 
tion losses and he requested a continuation of the 
morning deliveries “until about mid-1992.” The min- 
istry has not responded to date but the Postal Service's 
proposal may well be given an official blessing there 
within the next few days. There are, it is said, still a few 
“questions of detail” to be settled. 


The delivery of and collection of payments for newspa- 
pers were part of the Post Office’s duties in the GDR. At 
present, there are still some 5,000 people in the “yellow 
giant” [postal service] employed doing that—a cost 
factor that Managing Director Klaus Zumwinkel would 
like to quickly get md of in view of the overall losses of 
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800 million German marks [DM] in the ex-GDR. In the 
case of the big regional papers that were sold by the Trust 
Agency to western newspaper publishing houses, the 
owners are increasingly taking the task of distribution 
upon themselves. But in this instance as well, the Postal 
Service expects that “not all publishing houses will be 
ready by | January.” The LAUSITZER RUNDSCHAU, 
FREIES WORT, and the two WAZ UTSCHE 
ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG] offshots THUERINGER 
ALLGEMEINE and OSTTHUERINGER NACH- 
RICHTEN have already eliminated their dependency on 
the Post Office, and Burda’s SCHWERINER VOLK- 
SZEITUNG will follow suit as of | October. The prob- 
lems of the smaller and supraregional eastern newspa- 
pers that lack the money for the establishment of a 
delivery network are considerably greater. Terheyden 
Lad warned that 14 newspapers were endangered. Since 
then, that would seem to be the case for only | 3 of them: 
The TRIBUENE ceased publication on Monday. 
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Gorbachev, Mitterrand Interviewed in Landes 


LD3110171891 Paris Antennc-2 Television Network 
in French 1900 GMt 30 Oct 91 


{Interview with Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and 
French President Francois Mitterrand by journalists 
Christine Ockrent and George Bortoli at Mitterrand’s 
private residence in Latche, Landes Department, Gor- 
bachev speaks in Russian with superimposed French 
translation—live. Excerpts of the following interview 
were published in the 31 October West Europe DAILY 
REPORT on pages 12-15, under the headline “Gor- 
bachev, Mitterrand Interview”] 


[Text] [Ockrent] Despite the humidity here this evening 
in the Landes [department], the atmosphere here in 
Latche is warm. There is a firc burning in the fireplace 
and the first round of talks between the two presidents 
late today focused on the Madrid conference of course, 
but also on the state of the Soviet Union. But we will 
surely be able to know more and interview both presi- 
dents at the same time. 


Good evening, Misters President. Mr. Gorbachev, the 
Westerners like you but they are confused over your 
weakening in the Soviet Union. In Madrid, President 
Bush gave you all sorts of compliments but he gave 
nothing nothing specific to take with you to Moscow to 
comfort yourself—neither financial aid nor food aid. Do 
you expect more and better from Mr. Mitterrand? 


[Gorbachev] First of all, what I can say about our 
contacts with President Bush is not as pessimistic. These 
meetings were almost casual, given the fact that we 
piayed the role of cochairmen. I should say, however, 
that the meetings were important and the talks were 
important. As for your question that President Bush... I 
am look‘ng for an expression which shows a certain 
coldness toward our current problem *—vwell, I would say 
that this is not the case. I had talks with him in the 
evening when we met during the dinner given by the 
Spanish monarch, which the Spanish prime minister and 
President Bush, my strong and benevolent partner, also 
attended. Our bond is personal. Our contacts are good. 
He has certainly shown an interest in our current prob- 
lems and he has a lot of information. He has to sort out 
things, he has to make a good analysis. He asked me 
some questions, like my friend Mr. Francois Mitterrand, 
in order to learn about the details of the situation in 
which we are nov: living. We talked about food, credits 
for food, and about financial problems. Mr. Baker also 
took part in these talks. The talks I had with them were 
very detailed. We agreed that once I am back home and 
Bush is back in Washington... [changes thought] The 
representative of the G-7 in Moscow carried out very 
importants and deep talks. We will continue to examine 
these problems. 


Following my contacts with President Bush, I have more 
confidence in the U.S. help for us. We also talked about 
this with President Mitterrand. The president of France 
always shows much understanding of what is going on in 
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the Soviet Union. What we received from France and its 
president icluded not only expressions of solidarity, not 
only words, not only declarations but measures and 
specific actions concerning credits and economic coop- 
eration. 

We will continue this evening and tomorrow to exam ne 
these problems. We will talk about a certain number of 
projects which are being implemented within the context 
of our cooperation. The president has already said today 
that France will not change its attitude regarding active 
aid and it will do everything that is possible for it to do. 


[Bortoli] Mr. President, Mr. Mitterrand, it must be said 
that France did a lot for the Soviet Union—it gave more 
than 8 billion francs of aid in one year—but many people 
are asking themselves the question: To whom should this 
aid be given? Is the priority Mr. Gorbachev's USSR or 
the republics, Mr. Yeltsin's Russia and the eleven other 
republics? Where does the priority lie now? 


[Mitterrand] With the Union. It is extremely important 
for the Union—which is strongly defended by Mikhail 
Gorbachev—to prevail in the end, naturally in a federal 
and democratic system. It is extremely important. Nat- 
urally each republic has full right to choose its destiny 
and France will maintain cooperation relations with 
those wishing it. But today Mr. Gorbachev is president 
of the Union: he represents his country. He has managed 
to perform great actions, basically he determined the 
future of what was the Soviet Union: Perestroyka had a 
decisive effect, he was the brains behind the Union 
treaty which failed only due to the intervention of the 
putsch and today he resumes his task, certainly an 
extremely difficult one and in worse conditions. But it is 
normal that France which, I repeat it, maintains good 
relations with several of the republics and in particular 
with the Russian republic, intends to deal with respon- 
sible institutions and in particular with a man who has 
its trust and who is side by side with me this evening. 


[Ockrent] Indeed, Mr. Mitterrand, in his book which has 
just been published in France, Mr. Gorbachev regrets to 
this day, he writes, that you did not telephone him in the 
Crimea at the time of the coup d'etat. He is here at 
Latche; he will be the first foreign guest to spend the 
night here in your home. Is that your way of winning 
forgiveness? 


[Mitterrand] But what are you talking about? No one was 
able to reach Mr. Gorbachev throughout the time he was 
held prisoner in the Crimea, no one! Mr. Bush's tele- 
phone call took place when Mr. Gorbachev was freed. 
The failure of the putsch in Moscow had as an imme- 
diate result the restoration of freedom to Mr. and Raisa 
Gorbachev. So, one is not speaking of a lack of assistance 
to a person in danger. 


[Ockrent] So, there is no misunderstanding on that? 


[Mitterrand] There cannot be a misunderstanding, even 
less so since as early as the Monday morning I had sought 
to reach him. And like the majority of heads of state, ! 
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failed to do so as one had to go through Moscow and of 
course they were not facilitating communications: My 
misfortune was limited to half an hour during which Mr. 
Bush was in fact able to reach Mr. Gorbachev—and I 
congratulate him for that—and to tell him right away of 
his delight at seeing him freed, and when I got through 
on the telephone at the end of the half hour which 
followed the release and preceded the very rapid depar- 
ture of Mr. Gorbachev for Moscow where he resumed 
the full exercise of his duties. [sentence as heard] I did 
not reach him and that is what the debate comes down 
to. 


[Ockrent] So it was a problem involving telecommuni- 
cations? 


[Mitterrand] No one—but it was you who asked the 
question—no one -as able to reach Mr. Gorbachev 
during the time when he was in danger. 


[Bortoli] Mr. Gorbachev, as we talk about your book 
which was published in France three days ago, you made 
a remark which struck me. You wrote that after the coup 
you lost hope, all hope of seeing the Soviet Communist 
Party reforming itself, becoming, as you say, a modern 
democratic party. Well, Mr. Gorbachev are you still a 
communist? 


[Gorbachev] First of all, I would like to try—despite the 
fact that you perhaps would not like it—to go back to the 
first question put by you [concerning Mitterrand’s 
failure to contact Gorbachev during his detention in the 
Crimea]. I do not think that what you said was in my 
book. I am not after any quarrel with the president of 
France, Mr. Mitterrand. If something like this is in my 
book, it is not from me. It is not my book. Secondly, I 
would like to say in front of all France... 


[Mitterrand interrupts] A fact that is interesting, dear 
friend, is that in the text published in English and which 
is the original text, what you consider as an incident was 
not mentioned at all. There is here a surprising differ- 
ence in the texts. 


[Ockrent] So something was added in the French trans- 
lation? 


[Mitterrand] I do not know! 


[Gorbachev] Good. Now I would like to talk about 
something else. As you know, the first representative of a 
foreign government to see me as soon as | was released 
following certain events was, in fact, the representative 
of the French embassy. He was the only foreign repre- 
sentative who was there when | was released. This is a 
very important sign which symbolizes the attitude of 
France. This is the answer to the first part of the 
question. 


Now, briefly in answer to your question. As you know, | 
was in a situation in which even when I was overloaded 
with the task of reforms, when I had to carry out all the 
duties of a president, despite all of these tasks, | always 
thought it was necessary to retain the post of secretary 
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general of the CPSU. It is a reality. It is a structure which 
determined the old regime in the context of totalitari- 
anism and it was a structure that was not possible to 
destroy rapidly because this would mean the explosion of 
society. Thus, we had to reform to achieve political 
pluralism. Despite my heavy work load, I did not leave 
the post of secretary general in order to use it to reform 
the party. 


At the start of the 28th session of the CPSU, as you know 
your humble servant was the object of a lot of criticism 
from a number of officials of the party and members of 
the Central Committee. Unfortunately and despite all 
this, I did all I could to take the party through a new 
process leading to reform which I have always favored. 


So, the party should not simply be an apparatus of party. 
I have always thought that it was the party of millions of 
honest people who came to the party out of conviction. 
That is what we did. We worked out a program which 
promised far-reaching reforms. Unfortunately, the coup 
attempt destroyed this as well. I regret it and it is a 
personal drama for me that many committees of the 
party at various levels were in favor of the coup plotters. 
In these conditions, I said it was important from a 
political and moral point of view that it was not possible 
to remain linked to these structures. But to be fair, 
remember that in my statement in this regard and in the 
book, I deal with the fate of these millions. I am against 
anticommunism. I am against witch-hunting. I am for 
the continuation of the democratic process. May each 
one make his choice, including the ideological, moral, 
and spiritual choice in conditions of spiritual freedom 
and enter in the party corresponding with his view and 
ideas. 


The Communists have come a long way since the coup 
attempts in the last two months. They opted for new 
forms. They created a socialist party and other parties on 
the basis of what in the past unified various tendencies 
and currents in the CPSU. This is my position. 


[Ockrent] Mr. President, you will hold talks on security 
and disarmament issues with Mr. Mitterrand this 
evening and tomorrow morning here in Latche. But how 
far can you ensure that your international commitments 
are being enforced when one knows that the republics 
where nuclear weapons are deployed also demand con- 
trol of those? 


[Gorbachev] In our country we are looking for nev’ ways 
of life; the crisis through which we went was a crisis of 
the system. We abandon certain ways of life linked to 
totalitarianism to go toward new ways of life, democ- 
racy. We talked a lot about that: the fate of the Union, 
the powers of the Union and of the republics, and at the 
same time we talked about the role of various institu- 
tions, including the Armed Forces. In the framework of 
these talks, several opinions were expressed but nothing 
has been decided yet. I want to speak again about the 
extraordinary session where there was a declaration by 
several republics and various principles which are at the 
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root of our activity have been stated: the Union agree- 
ment, common armed forces, a single common eco- 
nomic market, a single foreign policy. 


So we rest on the constitution, on the decisions of the 
session and today the Armed Forces have a single 
command, all the rest are words, words concerning the 
reform to come which will be a basic reform. But if you 
take the latest declarations from the Ukraine, from 
Russia, from Kazakhstan you know that concerning the 
Armed Forces, concerning nuclear weapons they all 
agree that the center should control those and the center 
will already be another center in the conditions of the 
new Union. 


[Ockrent] But Mr. Yeltsin has just announced a one year 
halt on nuclear tests in Russia.... 


[Gorbachev interrupting] | believe that you are a well- 
informed person but I must nevertheless remind you 
about the following: The declaration concerning nuclear 
tests contains also the declaration of the president of the 
USSR dated 5 October, a moratorium. So this is what we 
say. I believe that someone wants to give a certain 
character to this declaration which might indicate a 
certain competition, a certain opposition, and so on. 
Some do it, some want to pour acid on the situation, 
there are forces which are not interested in union 
between Gorbachev and Yeltsin. | believe that if both of 
us, Yeltsin and myself, were to give in to these passions, 
if we both had suspicions of the other, if we were to place 
all that above the people's and the government's inter- 
ests, I believe that it would be unfair to us. It does not 
happen like that. In this sphere I have a position of 
principle. I will hold to what was agreed between all the 
leaders including comrade Yeltsin. 


{Bortoli] Mr. President, many French people are worried 
because there are already armed conflicts inside the 
Soviet Union. There are, for instance, conflicts between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, and they wonder whether 
things worse than what is going on in Yugoslavia will! 
happen because there are nuclear arms, for instance, in 
USSR. Do you share their worries? 


[Mitterrand] I do not go that far, especially on the 
nuclear level. I think, in fact, that the center, as Mr. 
Gorbachev has just said, must exercise command. This is 
a worrying issue, not only for the French but for me too. 
This is why I immediately requested the meeting of the 
four powers owning nuclear forces on the European soil 
in order not to discuss everything about disarmament, 
but to examine this situation and obtain the appropriate 
guarantees. Mr. Gorbachev, as a matter of fact, agreed 
right away, and I think that this discussion will be useful. 
However, I still believe that there is nevertheless a sense 
of responsibility in the republics, and that there is a very 
strong one at the head of the Union, and that there 
cannot be any question of dispersing the centers of 
command in such a serious matter. 


[Bortoli] If your proposal is taken up, will France and 
Europe, who are, one must say, absent from the Madrid 
conference, be more present in the construction of a new 
security? 

[Mitterrand] You are mixing issues here. 


[Bortoli] Well, France and Europe's role in this confer- 
ence on the Middle East is not very clear, but it must be 
clearer when it is question of European security. 


[Mitterrand] France and Europe have not been, unfor- 
tunately, a part of this kind of debate for 30 or 40 years. 
It will be progress when we have reached this, | mean 


when Europe is recognized as a full partner. We are 
working on this and I hope that this will be the case 
between now and the end of the year when we will meet 


Historians will know this a little bit later. It is true that 
we have the ambition of intervening in international 
affairs whatever the level in question. As for security, 
France being one of the countries which possess nuclear 
weapons and being considered as such, we will undoubt- 
edly talk about this on 8 November in Rome with Mr. 
Bush and Mr. Major. And our foreign ministers are 
already holding direct talks to talk about this, and if the 
Gorbachev, about which I spoke a while ago. 


Therefore, France, has some presence—not enough for 
the Middle East and more than you think, On the level of 
security, this presence is total. We are one of the big 
responsible countries upon which all the rest depends. Of 
course, we do not have the nuclear arsenal which both 
the Soviet Union and the United States have, but we 


have enough to be a part in the general agreements. 


[Bortoli] Thank you Mr. President, thank you Misters 
President. 


[Mitterrand] I would like to say one word more. Since I 
have the pleasure of receiving Mikhail and Raisa Gor- 
Ee ee ee 

and friendly working relations can continue to unite us. 
This has been the case for six years, and I hope to be able 
to continue to work with Mr. Gorbachev. 


[Bortoli] This is all the more warm since we are in this 
framework which is your intimate framework. 


[Mitterrand] If you are feeling at ease, Madam and Mr. 
Bortoli, then I am very pleased. 


[Bortoli and Ockrent] Thank you, Mr. President. 


Food Worth Fr1.6 Billion To Go to USSR 


AU3110182791 Paris AFP in English 1806 GMT 
31 Oct 91 


[Text] Paris, Oct 31 (AFP)}—France and the Soviet 
Union signed a commercial agreement here on Thursday 
calling for delivery to the Soviet Union of French food 








14 FRANCE 


worth 1.6 billion francs (275 million dollars), in 
exchange for Soviet energy products to be sent to France, 
the French prime minister's office said. 


The accord calls, in particular, for supplying the Soviet 
Union with 100,000 tonnes of beef, the level of existing 
French stocks, the announcement said. 


Foreign Ministry: Troops Withdrawing From Zaire 
LD3110180891 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 31 Oct 91 


[Text] Regarding the French and Belgian troops in Zaire, 
Brussels announced today the imminent departure of its 
750 commandoes who are stili in Zaire. French soldiers 
are packing up as of today in conformity with the 
decision announced yesterday. Listen to the explana- 
tions of Daniel Bernard, the Foreign Ministry 


spokesman: 


[Begin Bernard recording] For a simple and obvious 
reason, as we have always said, the only mission of the 
French paratroopers and troops sent to Zaire is to 
guarantee the security of the French in Zaire. We con- 
sider now that, apart from a few dozen who are in a 
particular situation, the whole of the French community 
is now evacuated. Consequently, there is no need to 
maintain the French troops any longer, and so the troops 
are pulling out. [end recording] 


WELU Discussion of Defense Initiative Viewed 


P\43110160091 Paris LE MONDE in French 
31 Oct VI p7 


{Henn de Bresson report: “A Compromise on European 
Defense Seems Possible”] 


[Text] The Western European Union [WEU] foreign and 
defense ministers meeting in Bonn on 29 October exam- 
ined the question of European defense policy. After the 
surprise created by the Franco-German initiative on this 
subject on 15 October and the decision to create the core 
of a European army, attempts are being made to find a 
compromise with a view to the Maastricht European 
summit in December. 


The French and Germans strove to reassure their part- 
ners on their 15 October initiative presented in Bonn on 
Tuesday by German Defense Minister Gerhard Stolten- 
berg. They said that their aim is certainly not to present 
the other Europeans, especially the British, with a fait 
accompli; that Paris and Bonn which, in any event must 
decide on the fate of the French forces stationed in 
Germany, simply intended to suggest a path open to all. 


Mr. Stoltenberg and Mr. Joxe had both stressed that the 
previous day when they made a joint visit to the Franco- 
German brigade in Boeblingen. Nobody is really con- 
vinced, but the aim 1s primarily to allow Britain, which 
still has just as many reservations about the idea of the 
beginnings of a European defense separate from the 
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NATO integrated military organization, to accept a 
compromise on the political aspect of the plan. 


Douglas Hurd, the British minister, noted with satisfac- 
tion that Roland Dumas, his French counterpart, said he 
regarded NATO as an essential aspect of European 
security. Britain, which is proposing a European force 
with the job of complementing the Atlantic alliance by 
taking action outside NATO's defense zone, no longer 
disputes the principle of a joint European security 
policy. The French want more—“a defense of Europe by 
the Europeans for Europe,” to cite Roland Dumas. After 
the discussion, most of the participants said that they 
were convinced that a compromise was within reach. 


The main problem is the “organic link” which Paris and 
Bonn want to create between the future European polit- 
ical union and the WEU. The two capitals want to fix the 
framework in which they can continue to work on the 
practical elaboration of acommon defense. The response 
in France and Germany to the plan to develop the 
experiment of the Boeblingen joint Franco-German bri- 
gade is creating a favorable atmosphere for going ahead 
when the time comes. 


The decision which France made without consultation to 
withdraw its troops from German territory following 
German unification was very badly received across the 
Rhine. It was seen as additional proof of France's alleged 
distrust of the new Germany. Paris was accused of 
having suddenly lost al) capacity for imagination in the 
European sphere. 


Following the difficult months of the Yugoslav crisis, the 
15 October initiative drafted back in July in the confines 
of the Elysee and the Chancellor's Office caused great 
relief. “You do not realize how important it is that 
France is again spearheading things,” Karl Lamers, head 
of the Christian Democratic Union parliamentary group 
for foreign policy, closely involved in drafting the chan- 
cellor’s policy, stressed. 


In a statement on 16 October, Mr. Lamers said tha this 
initiative contradicted all the speculation on a detenio- 
ration in relations between the two countries. He wel- 
comed the fact that “French troops remaining in Ger- 
many are being given a European role” and that German 
soldiers are being stationed in France, initially ir. a joint 
command center. 


Removing Suspicion 


For the German deputy, France's return, together w.th 
Germany, to the head of the European integration pro- 
cess, “contradicts once and for all the suspicion that 
French policy is reverting to narrow nationalism fol- 
lowing German reunification.” “It is only if Germany 
finds in France a partner as determined as it is to move 
toward Europe that it will be protected permanently.- 
against the illusory temptation to separate its national 
interests from Europe's common interests,” he added. 
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Mr. Lamers thinks that the debate on inadequacy 
between NATO and a European defense is now out- 
dated. “In any event, we are in a situation in which the 
U.S. role (in Europe) is changing whatever we do. It is 
better to make the first move,” he said. He expressed the 
view that the French and Germans now have a very 
similar attitude toward Washington. 


RPR Chairman Chirac Addresses Congress 


PM3110121091 Paris LE MONDE in French 
29 Oct 91 p9 


(Unattributed report: “Mr. Chirac Lumps Socialist Party 
and National Front Together™] 


[Excerpts] The Rally for the Republic [RPR] Congress, 
which met in Paris on 26 and 27 October, ratified the 
plan entitled “France in Motion, Uniting for Change,” 
by 891 votes to 12. On that occasion, the RPR adopted 
a new logo—a Lorraine cross against a tricolor back- 
ground replacing the Phrygian cap which was the 
emblem of the movement founded on 5 December 1976. 
In his closing speech, Mr. Chirac condemned both the 
Socialists and the National Front: “They represent divi- 
sion and exclusion,” he said. 

Paris Deputy Jacques Toubon, the first leadership 
member to speak, condemned “the permanent coup 
d'etat practiced by Mr. Mitterrand,” “nepotism,” and 
the “growing inequalities and injustices.” 

Bernard Pons, National Assembly RPR group chairman, 
proposed “setting up structures to examine and make 
proposals for a vital renewal of the institutional frame- 
work of the republic's powers.” The Paris deputy said he 
was in favor of reducing the presidential mandate to five 
years which is not, according to him, “synonymous with 
a move toward a presidential regime” but “the affirma- 
tion of the intention to halt the regime's slide toward 
monarchy.” 


Observing that the “pragmatic aspect should take prece- 
dence over the dogmatic aspect” with regard to the 
electoral law, he said: “We must not refuse to seck a 
solution which could be implemented at the next elec- 
tions” before advocating “the hypothesis of a single 
round majority vote accompanied by a certain degree of 
proportional representation.” [passage omitted] 


“I am worried,” Jacques Chirac, chairman of the 
Gaullist movement, said in his closing speech. “I am 
worried by the problems which our country 1s encoun- 
tering, of course, but especially by the deleterious climate 
which has gradually been created. Unfortunately, any- 
thing is now possible, including the worst.” Drawing up 
the “record of 10 years of Mitterrandism,” the Paris 
mayor listed the crisis of democracy, the triumph of 
demagoguery, the rise of the extreme right, and record 
abstentionism, exclaiming: “A fine result!” “Enough of 
this unjust and dangerous caricature of public office....! 
It is unacceptable to discredit those who devote a great 
deal of their lives to serving others.... Each time public 
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service is unjustly ridiculed, disdained, or slandered, it is 
democracy which is trampled underfoot,” Mr. Chirac 
said. 


With regard to the RPR plan, he said that it was based on 
“two great ambitions: to unite and change.” “Neither the 
Socialists nor the National Front is capable of fulfilling 
that ambition. They represent division and exclusicn.” 
“My greatest criticism of the Socialists,” the former 
prime minister continued, “is that they have divided our 
country. Wage earners against employers, city dwellers 
private schools, those claiming to be unemployed against 
those who really are. Even now, when the left is doing 
really badly, we see the president of the Republic waving 
the red banner of votes for immigrants. 


“The tactics are always the same. They consist of setting 
the French people against each other, dividing to con- 
tinue to rule.” According to him, “Socialism is archaic, 
the Socialists are conservative, freedom frightens them.” 
“Parliament,” he added, “must find a real power of 
legislative initiative, control the executive more, and no 
rar be subject to the permanent dictatorship of clause 
49.3." 


Mr. Chirac advocated “a reduction in taxes and contri- 
butions, control of public spending, an increase in wages 
and an increase in participation.” He proposed to “make 
ecology a new civic duty,” and he added: “We must 
make specific pledges and find the bases for agreement 
with the ecologists who share our values of democracy, 
market economy, and the supremacy of the law. We 
must involve them in the conduct and implementation 
of our policy according to methods which we will jointly 
determine in a spirit of mutual confidence.” In conclu- 
sion, Mr. Chirac said: “I hope that France will not be one 
of the last socialist countries in Europe.” 


* Government Grants Farmers Changes in Benefits 


92ESOO9SA Paris LE MONDE in French 11 Oct 91 
p 25 


[Article by F. Gr.: “Ten Days After Farmer Demonstra- 
tion of 29 September: Government Adopts Social and 
Fiscal Measures To Benefit Stockraisers™] 


[Text] On the evening of Wednesday, 9 October, Min- 
ister of Agriculture and Forestry Louis Mermaz 
announced an emergency plan “most of whose measures 
are to go into effect immediately” to respond to the crisis 
situation French stockraisers have been going through 
for the past few months. These are measures of a fiscal 
and social nature. 


The decisions announced on Wednesday, 9 October, for 
the benefit of stockraisers fall under three headings: 


— Reduction of Social Contributions and Taxes 


The social contributions due to be paid by cattle and 
sheep raisers will be immediately cut by 10 percent, 
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representing a subsidy of 290 million francs [Fr]. More- 
over, all farmers will benefit from the staggering of their 
contributions (Fri10 million) and unpaid remittances 
(100 million). 


As for tax relief, the government has adopted measures 
governing the tax on undeveloped land. A reduction of 
70 percent of the portions of this tax that go to the 
departments and regions is planned for 1991 and 1992 
that will apply to land classified as “meadow and grass- 
land.” This measure is in connection with the series of 
comparable provisions planned for stockraisers in the 
1991 finance law and it reinforces them since the pre- 
vious reduction rate was 45 percent. The cost of these tax 
reductions in terms of budget expenditures is estimated 
at Fr490 million for this year and Fr490 million for next 
year. And lastly, as concerns the 15 departments most 
seriously affected by the drought, farmers will be able to 
supply themselves with fodder at lower prices. An allo- 
cation of Fr92 million is being made available for this 


purpose. 


— Better Access to Discount Loans 
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This involves the reduction of “waiting lines” to benefit 
from these low-rate loans. Regardless of the loan cate- 


plant production, and, naturally, rat coats 
subsidies. 


—Increase in the a Cow Bonus 


of Ministers of the 12. 
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Foreign Ministers Agree on Croatian Independence 
AU0O111144091 Rome ANSA in English 1110 GMT 
1 Now 91 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome, October 31—Italian 7 reign Min- 
ister Gianni de Michelis and his Croatian counterpart, 
Zvonimir Separovic, here Wednesday said that the EC- 
sponsored Yugoslav peace talks in The Hague have no 
alternative and will result in the international recogni- 
tion of Croatia’s independence in two months’ time, 
according to the official communique released by the 
Foreign Ministry here following their talks. 


The communique read: “The peace process advanced in 
The Hague has no alternative and all parties must 
two months’ time leading to the international recogni- 
tion of the independence of Croatsa, Slovenia and any 
other republic which desire it. It 1s hoped that Serbia will 
follow this path, to avoid negative consequences and 
political and economic rsolation...” 


[Passage indistinct] the communique continued agreed 
on the need of the Federal Army to leave Croatia and for 
the latter to facilitate this withdrawal. Appreciation was 
voiced for Croatia’s part for Italy's actions in favor of 
peace both in the European framework and through 
bilateral contacts with neighboring nations. art.cular 
attention was paid to the problem of the sca an! air 
blockade of Croatia which Italy will work to end, begin- 
ning along the Dalmatian coast.“ 


“In this framework,” the Foreign Ministry added, “dis- 
cussion also focused on the problem of Dubrovnik and 
the mos! adequate ways to maintain peace in that region 
and lift the siege of that city.” 


“Regarding relations between Croatia and Italy, a new 
phase of contacts was embarked upon on various levels. 
The Italien Government will send a delegation to Zagreb 
next week to discuss various problems of an economic 
nature. The position of an independent Croatia both 
within the Hexagonal and Adriatic initiatives will be 
discussed in the near future”, the communique said. 


Regarding the question of civil war refugees, the Foreign 
Ministry final statement affirmed how “Italy will accept 
refugees, with special attention paid to children. It was 
also agreed that Croatia, together with the other repub- 
lics, will accept the [word indistinct] treaties and thus no 
territorial claims will (exist) between the two coun- 
tries.” 


The Foreign Ministry communique [words indistinct} in 
their discussion, De Michelis and Separovic “...paid 
ample attention to the problem of ethnic minorities and 
especially those Italian. It was agreed that negotiations 
should soon be opened between Italy, Slovenia and 
Croatia” on this question.” 
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Macedonian President Gligorov Visits Rome 
AU3110124391 Rome ANSA in English 1009 GMT 


Gligorov 1s currently on a visit to Italy and today met 
Gianni de Michelis. Tomorrow he will be received in the 


He noted that Macedonia has no terntorial claims on 


themselves in a single state. 


Andreotti stressed that Italy will do everything it can to 
[words indistinct] conference in the Hague is a success, 
even though prospects at this time looked wxcertain. The 
Italian premier also voiced concern over reports, con- 
firmed by Gligorov, that the Yugoslav federal army was 
acting on its own. 


As Macedonia would seem to be the only Yugoslav 
republic to have viable relations with all of the others, 
Italian Foreign Minister de Michelis urged Gligorov to 
use his good offices to warn Serbia 
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Socialist Party Proposes Electoral Reforms 


92ES0028A Milan PANORAMA in Italian 6 Oct 91 
p 36 


Party] or the PLI [Italian Liberal Party]), which now 
have a lower percentage of votes, there would be the 
possibility of joint electoral lists. That 

that the PSI [Italian Socialist Party] has privately 
advanced to the other majority parties with the 

that the minireform be approved before the coming 


the head of the list; and to increase the number of 
candidates (presently about 20) elected in the joint 
national electora! college where the remainders of var- 
ious districts would be used. But those in Via del Corso 
do not despair. They are convinced that at least these 
two proposals could be approved by popular pressure 
before Parliament is dissolved. Reason: the failure syn- 
drome which has been spreading in Montecitoro 
[Chamber of Deputies] from that fateful date of 9 June. 


Since that time, many deputies or aspiring deputies no 
not backed by powerful electoral machines capable of 
defending them against a competition which 18 expected 
to be more merciless than ever. Giulio Di Donato, PSI 
assistant secretary, is very concerned. He predicts: “The 
coming political elections will be a game of massacre. 
This is a cry of alarm that echoes from the right to the left 
of the political spectrum. This will happen even in those 
parties which on 9 June left the voters their freedom of 


Democraric Party] assistant secretary for reform, said: 
“Since everyone will have to run for himself in the 
. More moncy than ever will be 
it the weak candidates: youths 
and women.” PDS leader Giga Tedesco said, “Cer- 
tainly the single preference could penalize women in 
politics.” 
But it is not only the peons who quake. Even front rank 
leaders no longer have the certainty of being elected or 
returning to Parhament with a landslide consensus. And 
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then, mm order to avoid spectacular failures, the PSI 
proposal to give the number one candidate all the votes 
on the list can be an excellent solution. And what 
happens to the candidates who earlier were pushed into 
Parliament by wealthy and more powerful friends? 
Never fear: by increasing the number of those elected in 
the single national electoral college—who lost in the first 
round—they could be rescued soon afier. “No,” says Di 
Donato heatedly, “our proposal is not a trick to allow 
those who were kicked out the front door to return 
through the back window. The risk is that valuable men 
will be defeated to the advantage of people who are only 
able to gather votes. Somehow this must be avoided.” 


* Background of Leading Lega Members Provided 
92ESO07SA Rome L‘ESPRESSO in Italian 16 Oct 91 
pp 22-27 


[Artucle by Roberto Di Caro and Renzo Di Rienzo: 
“Bossi Faces”) 


eT a ee 


at the national level, representing a major loss of men 
and state funding for the other parties. 


Above all, it would have represented a question mark for 
everybody, this army of unknowns behind the 
insignia of the Lega to the front stage of national politics. 
Who are they? What do they do? What are their histo- 
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15 days ago in Mantua to signal to his government-types, 
to those who had joined the committees, become admun- 
1strators in the local health units, and in the hospitals, 
that it was time to get out and on the double. 


Castellazzi’s Separatists 
“I am a soldier and will obey,” was the immediate 


he took on the guise of a general and became the leader 
of the separatists. “I do not feel like being the president 
of the last Stalinist party in the West,” he announced, 
while pulling on his thick | 9th-century-type beard. 


With him. another five regional councilors unwillingly 
left. One of them immediately retraced his steps and 
returned to the fold. This was Michele Corti, a former 
extreme-ieft member of the Proietarian Unity Party, 35 
years old. a researcher in animal husbandry at the 
University of Sassan, the Lega’s town secretary in Milan. 
and, above all, president of the Regional Committee for 


The others are holding on: Massime Colombe, 3! years 
old, as a young man leaned toward the MSI's [Italian 
Social Movement] Youth Front, later became a reporter 
for IL GIORNALE O, and finally one of the 
brains behind the Lega’s publishing ventures. 


Now the Lega’s number two man has become Roberto 
Ronchi, 38 years old, a former civil servant who vaguely 
sympathized with the Left. He 1s the power behind the 
throne. the human-machine who 1s organizing the party's 
machinery. As chief of the political secretanat, he has all 
the work groups, the consultants, the experts, and the 
egg-heacs reporting to him. He 1s not known for memo- 
rable sayings except for a concise: “Bossi 1s talking in his 
capacity as the future mayor of Milan,” with which he 
managed to silence Bobo Crax: during a town council 
meeting. And today he says: “The separatists have no 
future.” 


Hlonorables and Ministers 
Three plus two. The first are real, the others are shadows. 


: 
: 
: 
bf 


pulpits. he has mailed them 4, 
Ripartire dal popolo |Start Again From the People| His 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 19 


Is this a macho party of males” Increasingly less so. The 

women are arriving. even at leadership positions Some- 

tumes this 1s the result of family succession. for example, 

Marilena Maria, who was promoted to secretary of the 

Liga Veneta last February when her husband Franco 

Rocchetta became federal president of the Lega Nord. 
piri 
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and state subsidies for maternity. As for equal opportu- 
nities for men and women im the workplace, this is 
handled by Anna Draghi, 43 years old, combative and 
blonde. and an employee of Alitaha in Milan. She 1s the 


Federation of Labor. We will see what happens. 


The Trade-U nionists 


Their leaders come from the UIL [Itahan Federation of 
Trade Unions), starting with Resi Maure, 29 years old, 
from Puglia. and a former member of the Metal Workers 
Union. Bossi calls her “the black panther” for her beauty 
and aggressiveness and jokingly says, “1 thought she was 
from Lecco, and not from Lecce” [i.¢., a Northerner, not 
a Southerner}. Until last year she was the Milan secretary 
of the UILM [Italian Metal Workers Union], but she 
says. “Giorgio Benvenuto had decided to get under 
control the Lombard rebels (including the extremists, 


. 
7 
| 
: 


to in . Two 
later, Boss: called him at 0730 to ask him to joi the 
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polstecal secretanat. He will icad the SAL's Northern 
Italy Umon, which 5 now being organized 


Then, among the few that matter, there are the prowi- 
secretanes of the SAL. Some of them are defectors 
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ten years the ltahan 
Republican Party secretary in Turin. 1s now dealing with 
the Lega’s small entrepreneurs who are also lving bow 
“They can be blackmailed, you know Most them 
operate within the FIAT subcontractor system LIA 
18 the one who 1s organizing the small entrepreneurs It rs 
41 years old, a counciior m the 
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* Communist Party Chief: CPSU Gave No Money 


* Yevlakhov: Funded Until 1990 


VIENOOISA Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 12 Oct 91 p 7 


[Article by Martti Valkonen: “Moscow Editor Yevia- 
khov on Findings in His Records: Finnish Communists 
Also Got Moncey as a Gift From CPSU™] 


[Text] Moscow—-The Finnish Communists were also 
received support from their affiliated party in the USSR. 
Editor Alcksandr Yeviakhov told HELSINGIN 
SANOMAT on Friday that the flow of moncy from the 
now suspended Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(CPSU) continued until at least last year. 


Yeviakhov recalled that he had seen the word “Yedin- 
stvo.” or “Unity,” with reference to Finland in secret 


According to the Finnish News Agency, SKP(Y) [Finnish 
Communist Party (Unity), the minority Communist 
Party. received at least 8 million markkas from Moscow in 
1987. 


Yeviakhov's article in the magazine ROSSIYA created a 
scandal in both Russia and abroad. He said that he had 
seen reports in secret documents of money that the 
CPSU had distnbuted to partes affiliated with it abroad. 
With amounts and dates, he cited the communist parties 
in France, the United States, Portugal, Greece, Israel, 
India, Argentina, Denmark, and Uruguay. 


* SKP Leaders Comment 


9GIENOO3SB Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
in Finnish 12 Oct 91 p 7 


[Arucle: “SKP(Y)'s Hakanen Denies Claims of Ruble 
Aid” } 


[Text] SKP(Y) [Finnish Communist Party ter 
chairman Yno Hakanen denies that the SKP(Y) received 
financial support from the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union (CPSU): “SKP(Y) records are public infor- 
mation and anyone whosoever can verify the fact that 
the CPSU did not finance us.” 


According to Hakanen, orders sent to minonty Commu- 
“Relations with the CPSU used to be of great importance 
tO ws in Our trade with the Soviets, as i certainly was to 
others too who traded with the Soviets because the CPSU 
was the ruling party This involved the normal trading that 
they carned on with those who operated in the Soviet 
Umon Many of them were communists,” Hakanen said. 


Asko Maki, the first secretary of the majority Commu- 
nist-controlied SKP (registered party) stated that he has 
no proof of or details on any support received by the 
SKP(Y), although “we've always had the i that 
such support did come from there [the ).” Maki 
alluded in particular to the Soviet print shop orders for 
minonty Communist pnnt shops. 

According to Mak:, the SKP itself received support from 
Moscow at some point after World War Il, but, as he 
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Christian People’s Party will vote for the EEA agree- 
ment, if agreement is reached between the EC and EFTA 

Free Trade Association] in Luxembourg next 
Monday [18 October]. She reiterated her view that the 
free trade agreement with the EC is unsatisfactory for 
Norway. 


Gro Harlem Brundtland used a large part of her contri- 
bution to the debate to describe how the work to boost 
employment and Norway's relations with the EC are 
interconnected: “We should ali think through the link 
be. ween our national policies and our relations with the 
Nordic area, with the rest of Europe, and with the 
international community. Norway's welfare state is 
dependent on what we achieve here at home, and on 
what we achieve in active cooperation with other coun- 
tries,” she said. 


The prime minister also said that the parties which 
support the main outlines of the government's economic 
policy are the parties which take a negative or wait- 
and-see view of the approach to the EC. She contented 
herself with this remark and did not make it clear 
whether in the future she will view this type of variable 
support as satisfactory. 


The Storting was given a clear reminder that the EC 
debate is just around the corner. “A broad debate on our 
relations with Europe will leave its decisive mark on the 
debate in Norwegian society in the years to come,” 
Harlem Brundtland warned. She gave an account of the 
government's plans to look at various scenarios: from 
what will happen if other Nordic countries become 
members of the EC to what will happen if Norway finds 
itself the only EFTA nation outside the EEA. 


The prime minister made it clear yesterday that the 
Norwegian Government—like those in Sweden and Fin- 
land—now wants increased Nordic cooperation. Chris- 
tian People’s Party leader Kjell Magne Bondevik latched 
hungrily onto the statements about Nordic cooperation 
and put forward a proposal for a drastic strengthening of 
the Nordic area. The party is on the lookout for a foreign 
policy which makes it possible to be outside the EC 
without being isolated in Europe, but Kaci Kullmann 
Five clearly showed that she Woes not have much faith in 
the ideas expressed by the Syse government's foreign 
minister. 


The Conservative Party leader used the majority of her 
contribution to the debate to talk about economic policy. 
She referred to her party's list of 15 proposals to break 
the back of unemployment and she complained that the 
government is not following up the tax reform proposal 
to abolish wealth tax. 


Both the Conservative Party's and the Progress Party's 
spoke to an uninterested chamber on the second day of 
the debate on the speech from the throne [sentence as 
published]. So it is clear that the clash over economic 
policy will have to wait until the finance debate and the 
many battles over the national budget. 
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Armed Forces Chief Attacks Zero-Growth Budgets 


PM3110144691 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
15 Oct 91 p6 


Torolf Rein took Defense Minister Johan Jorgen Holst 
to task for his interpretation of this year’s defense 
budget. In reality “zero growth” means major budget 


cuts. 


interpretation in his address to Oslo Military Society. 
Next year’s defense budget actually means a cut of 250 
million kroner when 


ical authorities have begun a dramatic reduction of the 
defense forces which by the year 2000 will mean a 
defense capacity reduced to 80 percent of the current 
level. 


“Debates about percentages most often help to obscure 
rather than to throw light on the real state of affairs. That 
1s why I prefer to demonstrate what budgets amount t« in 
money terms,” Rein said. “The reductions in the defeuse 
budget over the last three years amount to a loss in 
purchasing power of 2.5 billion kroner when compared 
with the targets set out in Storting report 54. We could 
have bought at least 20 F-16 aircraft for that amount of 
money or set in motion other important programs of 
renewal which we will now have to cut back or abandon. 


“By looking behind the percentages and the zero-growth 
budgets we can see better what has happened over the 
last few years. The budget for 1991 was 225 million 
kroner less than that for 1990—a clear reduction, there- 
fore. The 1992 budget shows that we will get 250 million 
kroner less than in 1991. In terms of kroner we are on a 
falling curve in budget trends. In fact, we are now at the 
lowest budgetary level of those chosen for investigation 
in Defense Study 91. If future budgets continue to follow 
this curve, this will have significant negative conse- 
quences for the defense forces’ combat capacity in the 
years to come. In addition we know from past experience 
that unforeseen costs are also laid at the door of the 
defense forces, and we are not talking about small sums 
here,” Rein said. 

The armed forces commander in chief said that also 


from the Norwegian military viewpoint many encour- 
aging things had happened recently in the security field. 


“Our security has increased, but the geostrategic situa- 
tion has not changed much,” Rein said. “As long as we 
cannot rule out the use of force against us, the nation 
must have a power structure which can repulse every 


challenge to our sovereignty.” 
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Mitsotakis Says Ready To Discuss Constitution 


NC3110151091 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1230 GMT 31 Oct 91 


[Text] Prime Minister Konstandinos Mitsotakis con- 
ferred with President Konstandinos Karamanlis today 
immediately after Sotirios Kouvelas was sworn in as 
minister to the prime minister and Sotinos Khatzigakis 
was sworn in as agriculture minister. 


Mitsotakis briefed the president on the economy and 
national issues, after which he told reporters that it had 
been a regular briefing, emphasizing economic affairs in 
view of this year’s annual report and next year’s budget; 
next week's NATO meeting in Rome; the EEC confer- 
ence in Maastricht, Netherlands; and Mitsotakis’ 12 
December visit to the United States. The prime minister 


also briefed thc president on developments in neigh- 
boring countries, particularly Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. 


He said that amending the constitution is neither a 
current issue nor one that concerns the president, even if 
consitutional amendments are to take place. The prime 
minister said the president correctly pointed out that an 
erroneous constitutional revision by PASOK [Panhel- 
lenic Socialist Movement] after the 1985 elections makes 
it difficult for the government to function. Mitsotakis 
added: The issue is not current, but if the country's 
political forces manage to come to agreement, we will be 
prepared to address the problem. 


Trial of Pan Am Bombing Suspect Postponed 
VC3110150991 Athens ATHENS NEWS in English 
30 Oct 91 p 3 


[Text] The trial of Muhammad Rashid, the Palestinian 
wo 1s accused of blowing up a Pan American aeroplane 
in 1982, has been postponed yet again. 


The FBI agents who are testifying at the tral have been 
given three days to present all the evidence that they 
possess on Rashid. The court's President, Apostolos 
Karayiannis, did not say what consequences a FBI 
refusal would have, but legal experts have said that this 
could lead to the defence lawyers asking for a “mistrial.” 


The FBI have listed 125 exhibits, entered as evidence 
against Rashid. FBI agent, Allan Clark Maxwell, told the 
court that he had 94 of the 125 exhibits and that the rest 
were on their way from the USA. This is the second time 
that the court has ordered the agents to present their 
e idence 


Rashid gave his view on the proceedings, “this trnal is to 
be conducted objectively, honestly and according to the 
law, and not through an open phone line to Washington” 
he said. 


Maxwell and two other FBI agents are to testify at the 
trial for the prosecution. They headed a six year man 
hunt for Rashid, who allegedly planted the bomb on the 
Pan Am jetliner, which was making a flight from Tokyo 
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to Honolulu, the bomb exploded causing the death of a 
15 year old Japanese boy and injures to 15 other 
passengers. Rashid is on trial for premeditated murder, 
causing damage to an aircraft and planting explosives. 


Rashid, who stresses that his name is Muhammad Ham- 
dan, denies all charges brought against him. He also 
claims to be a PLO officer. 


* Background for Balkan Meeting Cancellation 
92ES0029B Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
22 Sep Vi p4 


[Article by Stavros Avyeros: “Foreign Intervention 
Thwarts Meeting”) 


[Text] Pressure Through Washington on Sofia by Ger- 
many, Italy, Turkey 


At a time when military arms hold sway in the northern 
sector of the Yugoslavian crisis, the southern sector, with 


The Athenian initiative aimed at bringing to the 
table Belgrade and Sofia, taking advantage of the 
lent relations that Greece maintained with the two 
capitals. Our country would benefit from a Serbo- 
Bulgarian rapprochement, and even more so from the 
development of a three-way advantageous relationship. 
Such a development would place Skopje in a corner. 

The Skopjians moved with extraordinary speed in order 
to forestall such a devclopment. Knowing that they had 
the support of Ankara as a matter of course, just as they 
had the discreet -upport of Washington, they played 
their Bulgarian “card” to break up the triangle while it 


ub 


nessed to Bulgaria's chariot. The visit of the president of 
Skopje, Mr. Cluceff, to Sofia was in essence a plea for 
protection. 

The Zhelev Policy 


Skopje's appeal struck a sympathetic chord in Sofia. The 
president of Bulgaria, Mr. Zhelev, has been the chief 
author and champion of the view that the Slavo- 
Macedonians deserve recognition and protection 
because—as he argues—they are of Bulgarian origin. He 
hastened to obstruct the Athenian conference with the 
statement that the premier, Mr. Popov, would not accept 
a discussion of the “Macedonian” problem because of 
the absence of this sub-state from the conference. 

According to diplomatic sources, the Zhelev political 
line is almost dictated by Washington, which favors the 
independence of Skopje while opposing the triangle 
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Serbia-Greece-Bulgana. In spute of statements to the 
contrary, the meeting between Mr. Mitsotakis and the 
Amenecan representative in Athens did not take place 
only for the purposes of information. 


Although government sources assert that there has been 
no pressure exerted on our country, the facts indicate the 
opposite. Italy hastened to protest to the Greeks for 
having been excluded from the Balkan deliberations 
while, indirectly but unambiguously, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs went so far as to question our country's 
right to undertake such initiatives. Mr. De Michelis 
forthnghtly stated that he had exercised pressure on 
Athens and Sofia to cancel the conference, and 
announced on Thursday evening that he was happy 
about the postponement! He even added that his country 
is ready to recognize “Macedonia.” The Italian effon 
towards a political and economic entry into the Balkans. 
and more specifically into Albamia and Croatia, clearly 
reveals her underlying intentions. 


Bonn Reaction 


Bonn’s reaction, which was made known on the occasion 
of the visit of Mr. Ghgorov, the president of Skopje, to 
Bonn. was also a crude one. Sharing Mr. Gligorov's 
views, the president and the secretary of the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs of the German Parhament unequiv- 
ocally expressed their opposition to the conference. 
German officials stated that they recommended to 
Athens and Sofia “to avoid taking untimely and ill- 
conceived initiatives,” while among themselves the com- 
ments reached levels of derision. Bonn is opposed 
because if aspires to create a central European zone 
under German influence. 


Powerful international pressures, combined with the 
heightening of nationalistic aspirations for a “Great 
Bulgaria.” forced Sofia to retreat from its initial position 
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and torpedo the conference. Its pretext was essentially 
the argument advanced by Skopye that the invitation of 
Serbia constitutes prejudicial treatment against the 
remaining associated democracies. 


The shipwreck of the conference is a defeat for Greek 
diplomacy, in the sense that it leaves Athens exposed and 
unable to pursue independent initiatives in the Balkans. 
In spite of the fact that the aim of this initiative was a 
correct, upright, jus: one, questions have arisen as to the 
manner in which it was handied. Athens ought to have 
gauged the diplomatic reefs and shoals from the very 
beginning, so as to cither go around them or not expose 
herself by undertaking an initiative that she was in no 


position to carry through. 


National Pressures 


The preelection nationalistic pressures supporting Bul- 
garian aspirations to turn Skopje into a satellite, com- 
bined with President Zhelev's negative attitude and 
Premier Popov's political weakness, cast a doubtful light 
on Sofia’s participation from the beginning. Moreover, 11 
is a well-known fact that Bulgaria is exceptionally male- 
able under Amencan pressure. 


Athens attempted to calm the waters, diligently trying to 
avoid placing any responsibility on Sofia. Instead, 1 
appeared to be sharing the Bulgarian accusations. In an 
effort to preserve the image of excellent bilateral rela- 
tions and to disperse any negative impressions, Mr. 
Popov'’s visit to our country on Wednesday was 
announced at the same time as the postponement of the 
conference. This behavior of the government is duc on 
the one hand to the fact that it also received foreign 
pressures, and on the other, to the fear that there will be 
an internal price to pay because of the close ideological 
relations between the Government and President 
Zhelev's party. 
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Final Assembly Election Results Announced 


TAO0111123391 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network 
in Turkish 1100 GMT 1 Nov 91 


[Excerpts] The High Election Board has announced the 
final results of the 20 October elections, except for 
Adiyaman Province. The board explained that it has not 
yet received the results for Adiyaman because of the 
objections raised to the results there. 


Accordingly, the Turkish Grand National Assembly will 
convene on Wednesday, 6 November 1991, so that the 
new deputies can be sworn in. The High Election Board 
announcement on the election results is as follows: 


[passage omitted] 


Number of registered voters: 29,978,837 

Number of voters who actually voted: 25,157,089 
Number of valid votes: 24,416,526 

Number of invalid votes: 740,563 

Percentage of voter participation: 83.92 





Distribution of votes among the parties: 









































Party Number Percentage | Seats 
of Votes 

Motherland Party 5,862,639 2401 115 

Prospernty Party 4,121,292 16.88 62 

Socialist Party 108,374 04 

True Path Party 6,600 644 27.03 178 

Democratic Leftsst Party 2,624,310 10.75 7 

Social Democratic Leftust Party $.066 $46 20.75 &4 

Independents 32,721 014 

Total aur 

[Passage omitted] 


HEP Statement Notes ‘Success’ in Elections 


TA0111094691 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
0835 GMT 1 Nov 91 


[Text] Ankara (A.A}—The People’s Labor Party (HEP) 
said here on Thursday [31 October] it was the only leftist 
party in Turkey struggling for democracy. 


The minority HEP joined forces with the Social Demo- 
cratic Populist Party (SHP) to contest the Oct. 20 general 
election. The SHP gained 86 seats in parliament of which 
HEP, known for its radical views on the southeastern 
problem, got about 20. 


A written statement released by HEP’s central executive 
said the party was unable to participate directly in the 
election because of the existing unjust election system 
but nevertheless welcomed the success of its members in 
entering parliament under the SHP umbrella. 
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The statement also called on “revolutionary, dernocratic 
struggie together for human nghts and democracy to join 
ranks with HEP. 


iranian Official Protests Ship's Seizure 


LD3110181491 Tehran IRNA in English 1733 GMT 
31 Oct 91 


[Text] Ankara, Oct. 31, IRNA—International advisor to 
the Iranian president “Ali Reza Mo'ayen — 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Akbar Hashemi-Rafsanjani’s verbal 
message to Turkish President Turgut Ozal here today. 
as well as the illegal seizure of an Iran-bound ship at the 
Istanbul port by the Turkish Government last wick. 
Mo'ayeri protested to the scizure of the ship in his 
mecting with President Ozal, and demanded its imme- 
diate and unconditional release, a member of the Iranian 
delegation told IRNA after the hour-long meeting. He 
quoted the Turkish president as telling Mo'ayeri that the 
issue had no legal aspect whatsoever, and that it took 
place “in certain psychological circumstances inside 
Turkey” regarding the recent military clashes with the 
Kurdish oppositions, as well as the rekindling of the 
Cypriot issue. 

The official said President Ozal had promised to take 
necessary measures concerning the issue, and expressed 
hope that he would meet President Rafsanjani in the 
upcoming session of the Econon ¢ Cooperation Organi- 
zation (ECO) summit. Turkey seized the Cypriot- 
registered 72,000-ton vessel “The Cape Maleas’ while 
transiting through the Bosphorus Strait on 22 October, 
with the claim that she was smuggling weapons. 


Iran has announced that the ship is chartered by the 
Islamic Republic of Iran's shipping company, and Bul- 
garia has also confirmedthat the cargo had been loaded 
as per an agreement between the two countries in 1989. 
Deputy Prosecutor General of the State Security Tn- 
bunal of Turkey Yashar Gunaydin announced 
Wednesday that Turkey had decided to confiscate the 
ship temporarily after a thorough search of her cargo, 
which he said had been inventoned. 


Islamic Protest in Istanbul Against Madrid Talks 


NCO111133491 Paris AFP in English 1314 GMT 
1 Nov 9] 


[Text] Istanbul, Nov | (AFP)}—Around a thousand 
people demonstrated in Istanbul at midday after Fnday 
Prayers against “the Islamic-Zienist Madrid Confer- 
ence” 


pak a ay tt hm yp 
placards condemning “the American-Zionist plot” and 
praising “the Islamic struggle of the Palestinian people.” 
They burned American and Isracli flags in front of the 
Beyazit mosque, which was ringed by police, who how- 
ever did not intervene, an AFP correspondent said. 


EE —— 
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Women, wearing Islamic scarves, cheered the protesters 
and shouted religious and political slogans. A tract 
signed “Turkish Moslems” condemned Washington. Tel 
Aviv and “collaborating Arab regimes.” 


The protest broke up without incident after around an 
hour and a half. 


Spokesman Protests Libyan Leader's ‘Attitude’ 
7.40111121291 Ankara Turkiye Radyolari Network 
in Turkish 1100 GMT 1 Now 91 


[Text] Turkey has protested Libya's attstude regarding 
the PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan] terrorist organ:- 
zation. Speaking at her weekly news conference, Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Filiz Dincmen recalled that Libyan 
leader al-Qadhdhafi sent a message to the PKK lead-r 
following Turkey's latest cross-border operation. 
Dincmen said that the accusations im this message are 
unfair, unfounded, and provocative. and added: By 
supporting rather than condemning the murderous PKK 
activities, the Libyan leader not only displays a stand 
against Turkey, but also negates the efforts being made 
in his behalf to deny existing international allegations 
about his links with terrorism. 


Dincmen stressed that i 1s impossible to consider the 
Iraqi Kurds, to whom Turkey has extended its hand in 
asd, and the PKK terrorist organization as one. 


The spokesman explained that the Libyan ambassador in 


cannot be tolerated or understood, is being protested. 
Dincmen sai that if Libya co..tinwes to act in this way, 
relations will nave to be reassesse4. 


The Foreign Ministry spokesman pointed out that Ger- 


they will adopt a strong stand against some of the 
activities and act accordingly. 


Dincmen also sard that the announcement made by the 


Talabani Calls For Joint Protection of Border 


140111092491 Istanbul GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
28 Oct GI & 


[Text] Ankara—Jalal Talabam, leader of the Patriotic 
Union of Kurdistan [PUK], has called on the Turkish 
Army to stop its cross-border operation in northern Iraq. 
He claimed that Turkish warplanes bombed the village 
ee eee “I condemn the 
PKK [Workers Party of Kurdistan) and the Turkish 
Army. The problem cannot be resolved militanly.~ 


FBIS-WEU-91-212 


Move by British Considered ‘Political Scandal” 


140111092891 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 
27 Oca 9ipil 


[Report by Nilufer Yaicin: “Political Scandal”) 


freeze all assets belonging to the Central 


According to reliable sources who have been following 


matic scandal. The fact that this scandal has emerged at 
a time when efforts are under way to force the Turkish 
Cypriot side to accept an agreement in favor of the 
Greek Cypnots cannot be considered a comncidence. The 
aim 18 too obvious and clear [passage omitted] 


Demirel: Foreign Debts Mortgage Foreign Policy 
TAI0IOI9S89!1 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 30 Oct 91 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] Speaking to reporters in 
Ankara today, True Path Party [TPP] leader Suleyman 
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Demirel has said that efforts are being made to portray 
the situation in Turkey in rosy colors but that this is not 
true. He said: Everybody knows that Turkey has very big 


European countries is added, the total is less than 70 
percent. What else will the government take over? There 
is bloodshed. There is great unrest. There are robberies 
in the big cities. It is impossible to find the murderers or 
the robbers. In other words, the government will assume 
numerous crimes and robberies whose culprits are 
unknown. So far, 357 citizens have lost their lives. [as 
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Demirel reiterated that if the picture which emerged as a 
result of the elections does not enable the solution of the 
Cankaya problem, he will accept the de facto situation. 
Nobody, he stressed, should expect us to do something 
that might harm the state or the nation because of 
emotional or other reasons. If someone else tries to harm 
the state, we will stop him too. 


ee 

Anatolia, Demirel said that the TPP’s most important 
aim is to ensure the existence of the state in the smallest 
land in the country. It is wrong to think that the 
problems in that region can be resolved from one day to 
the next, he said, adding that his government will ensure 
that all the state institutions have the determination to 
resolve the problems. This cannot go on like this. Turkey 
must heal its wounds. And in doing that, the most 
important thing is to refrain from hurting the people, he 


is NO New goverment yet. There is no need to worry, he 
said, the list of the n-w deputies is not even complete. He 
added that the final «lection results wil! be published in 
the OFFICIAL GAZE i (E on Friday or Saturday, and 
the assembly will convene five days after that. After the 
1987 elections, the government was established in one 
month, he recalled, and urged everyone to wait patiently 
for the establishment of the new government. 


Asked to comment on the fact that Turkey is not 
participating in the Madrid conference even with 
observer status, Demirel said: This is the failure of the 
Turkish foreign policy. It is impossible to qualify this as 
success. [passage omitted] 














w OTHER COUNTRIES 


Belgium 


Troops To Withdraw From Zaire After Evacuation 


LD3110154391 Brussels La Une Radio Network 
in French 1400 GMT 31 Oct 91 


[Text] This morning, the Belgian Government ordered 
the withdrawal of our troops from Zaire. No date has 
been given, but the withdrawal should take place as soon 
as the evacuation of Belgian nationals is concluded. This 
evacuation should continue until midnight tomorrow. 
The Belgian military contingent in Affica was estimated 
until this morning at 900 men, mostly commando- 
paratroopers but also including some members of the Air 
Force. Eight of the 12 Belgian Air Force C-130 aircraft 
are stationed at various African airports. It is worth 
mentioning that the first month of the evacuation oper- 
atrons has cost some 140 million Belgian francs. 


The Belgian Army evacuated 713 foreign nationals, 
mostly Belgians, by plane this week. About 1,000 of our 
nationals are said to still be in Kinshasa. They have been 
instructed to make their own way to Brazzaville across 
the Zaire River. 


There 1s more on the repatriated: The European Com- 
mrssion has just granted two emergency aid packages for 
foresgn nationals leaving Zaire. These aid packages total 
120,000 ECU [European currency units], corresponding 
to about 5 millon Belgian francs. 


United Kingdom 


Iraqi Nuclear Material Treatment Claims Denied 


L.D0111031691 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in Enelish 2259 GMT 31 Oct 91 


[By Alison Little, PRESS ASSOCIATION parliamentary 
staff] 


[Text] Britain has agreed to treat nuclear material from 
Iraq as part of international action to halt Baghdad's 
weapons programme, the government told the Commons 
tonight as it denied cover-up charges. Junior Energy 
Minister David Heathcoat-Amory, ing in a short 
late night debate to SNP [Scottish Nationalist Party] 
parliamentary leader Margaret Ewing, said facilities at 
Dounreay, Caithness had been offered to make the 
uranium safe in response to an International Atomic 
Energy Agency [IAEA] request. The French Government 
has also been approached to process material from the 
Iraq: auclear reactor which was damaged during the Gulf 
war. Mr Heathcoat-Amory rejected accusations of 
secrecy from Mrs Ewing, saying: “There was no inten- 
tion to be secretive and there is no cover-up.” He told the 
house: “The material in Iraq that may come to this 
country 1s highly ennched uranium. 


“If suitably processed in Iraq, the material could have 
been used to make nuclear warheads. It is therefore 
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essential that, in accordance with Security Council Res- 
olution 687, i 1s removed from Iraq and made safe. 


“It will involve reprocessing to separate out the impun- 
tes and then diluting the uranium to a suitable specifi- 
cation for civil use.” 


Mrs Ewing claimed the Government had intended to 
keep the t secret. She said that on October 6 
the Scottish SUNDAY MAIL “revealed” that Scottish 
Secretary lan Lang. in a draft letter to Energy Secretary 
John Wakeham, “made cicar he would not object to fuel 
from an Iraqi nuclear reactor damaged during the Gulf 
war being sent to Dounreay for reprocessing.” Mrs 
Ewing claimed: “! believe that the Government would 
have kept the matter secret for much longer if the draft 
letter had not been leaked.” 


Mr Heathcoat-Amory said the potential involvement of 
UK facilitees was made public by the IAEA in July and 


reported im British newspapers on July 11: “If it's a 
cover-up if 1s a pretty inefficient one.” 


Portugal 


New Cavaco Silva-Led Government Listed 


LD3110221991 Lishon RDP Internacional 
in Portuguese 1040 GMT 31 Oct 9! 


[Excerpts] Today, President Mario Soares is to swear-in 
the 12th constitutional government, the third led by 
Cavaco Silva. [passage omitted] This is the composition 
of the new government: 


Prime minister, Cavaco Silva: 

Minister of the Presidency and national defense, 
Fernando Nogueira. 

Assistant minister and minister of parliamentary affairs, 
Couto dos Santos. 

Minister of internal administration, Dias Loureiro; 

Minister of finance, Jorge Braga de Macedo, 

Minister of planning and territorial administration, 
Valente de Oliveira. 

Minister of justice, Laborinho Lucio; 

Minister of foreign affairs, Joao de Deus Pinheiro; 

Minister of agriculture, Arlindo Cunha, 

Minister of industry and energy, Mira Amaral; 

Minister of education, Diamantino Durao, 

Minister of public works, transport and communication, 
Ferreira do Amaral: 

Minister of health, Arlindo de Carvalho; 

Minister of employment and social security, Silva 
Peneda. 

Minister of commerce and tourism, Fara de Oliveira, 

Minister of environment and natural resources, Carlos 


Borrego. 

Minister of maritime affairs, Eduardo de Azevedo 
Soares. 

Secretary of state for the Presidency of the Council of 
Ministers, Lurs Marques Mendes. [passage omitted] 
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